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W elcome to the ninth OHNS Hobo Nickel Auction! We hope you are successful in obtaining the 


lot(s) you bid on and that you enjoy the fun and fellowship of one of the fastest growing numis- 


matic clubs in the country! Bid liberally and with confidence that each lot is described completely and 
accurately. We ask that you review the Auction Rules below and adhere to them closely which will make 
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All lots are guaranteed as described. Any Lypos or other errors will be called to your attention at the 
beginning of the auction. 


Bidding is open to all paid up members of OHNS, and will be conducted on both a Mail Bid and 
Floor Bid basis. 


All Mail Bids must be sent to Bill Fivaz, RO. Box 888660, Dunwoody, GA 30356 by December 31, 
2000. No phone bids will be accepted. Fax bids are acceptable (770-396-6125). 


The certification papers for lots authenticated by OHNS will accompany each lot. 
There will be a 10% buyer's fee and a 5% seller’s fee. 


Owners may submit one (1) Mail Bid on each of their coins. This will serve as a “minimum bid” if 
the owner so desires. No Floor Bids will be accepted from an owner on his/her coins. 


No unlimited bids will be accepted. 


- The Bidder’s OHNS number must be included on all Mail Bids. This number will also be your floor 


bidding number. 


All payments must be made by check or cash only, with checks being made out to Bill Fivaz. 
Please include your OHNS number on all checks. 


. Postage and insurance will be added to the invoice for all successful Mail Bidders. 


. All sales are final, and payments must be made promptly. 


A list of the prices realized will appear in the next Bo Tales following the auction. 


ALL MAIL OR FAX BIDS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 31, 2000. Send bids to Bill Tivaz, 
PO. Box 888660, Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660. 


BO TALES 


Bearded man wearing hat 
No date “P” Mint 5¢ (G) 


Authentication Number: F-616 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: This piece was both carved and 
punched (hair/beard) and has been lightly 
burnished. The hat and hat brim are nicely 
done and the profile has been slightly 
altered. Beard/hair punched using a small 
round punch. Cross hatched coat and 
stickpin in collar. Portions of Indian design 
(hair/pigtail) are still visible under the 
carving. 


Bidder Number: 


-N.S. AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: The hat is carved with wrap- 
around brim and bow on band. Tiny bottom 
of ear visible below the brim. The profile is 
outlined with a groove. The feathers and 
braid and hair design on the dome of the hat 
were not removed. 


Price Realized: 


Beardless man with hat on “P” Mint 


Authentication Number: F-137 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments; Dark coin. Representation of a 
thin-necked beardless man who is smiling, 


_ Totally carved; eye also carved. Ski-nose. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist; Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Tool marks and quality of work 
indicate this may be a carving by Wedsel. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #3 


Bearded man with derby on 
early “P” mint 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number; F-138 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Partially carved (hat, collar) 
and punched (beard, “V” ear). Appears to be 


either a hurried job or by a not-too-talented 
“artist.” 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Below Average (high) 


Comments: A little below average, but has 
some eye appeal. 


Price Realized: 


wearing derby on 1913-P 
(T-1) 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, 


Authentication Number: F-139 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average (low) 
Comments: Appears to be an unfinished 
piece as the carved portion (hat) is very 


shallow. Punched beard (and eyelashes!) is 
rather crude, No ear showing. 


Bidder Number: 


INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Del Romines 

Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Quality of work appears to be by 


two different artists. Beard may have been 
knife punched at a later date. 


Price Realized: 


Long bearded man wearing derby on 
1917-P 


Authentication Number: F-142 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Totally carved, but rather 
amateurishly done with knife cuts for hair 


and scraggly long beard. Hat and collar not 
really finished. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines - 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Beard is knife cut. Very rough 
dress work, 


Price Realized: 


LOT #6 


Two sided carving 
(obverse: Indian with hat; reverse: clown’s face) 


Authentication Number: F-143 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average 


Probable Artist: Bo 


Second Authenticator: Del 
Romines 


Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This coin is probably 
one done by Bo as the style is his. 
Obverse has original Indian (less 
feathers) wearing hat. Reverse 
has what appears to be a dis- 
torted large-nosed clown’s head. 


Comments: Whizzing and bright 
boy dressing indicates the coin 
was probably a transitional 
carving made by “Bo” in 1963- 
1964. 


Dressed and polished obverse/ 


Bidder Number: 


fields with lovely patina. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


0.8.N.S. AUCTION #9 


Authentication Number: F-527 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Nicely carved derby (with many 


attractive accent lines, both in the crown 
and band), which sits very low on the 
subject's head (top of ear under hat brim). 
Nicely carved collar and bow tie; beard 
lightly punched, profile unaltered. Accent 
lines also on coal, collar and neck. Field 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 


Quality: Above Average 


Comments; Nicely carved with many fine 
accent type of lines. Coin was buffed before 
the carving took place as evident in the 
upper center part of the hat and in the 
center of the collar and shoulder, Bow tie is 
at right angle (facing left instead of facing 
right). All in all, an attractive and desirable 


behind head well dressed. piece. 
Bearded man wearing derby 
No date 5¢ (VF) 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
Authentication Number: F-528 Probable Artist: Unknown 


Bear ed man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) (VF +) 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Derby is flatter than usual and 
with a curved brim. Tolally carved with the 
exception of the collar line which is a long, 
heavy gouge. Hair, beard and moustache all 
nicely done. Nose is very slightly altered al 
the bridge. Tuff of hair just under front of 
hat. Ear nicely formed. Collar very basic. 
Overall, a very pleasing piece. 


Bidder Number: 


Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 


Comments; Beard and hair carved. Collar 
created with a gouge. Heavy carved lines 
created the hat and ear, Nose altered at the 
bridge by a gouge. A nice looking average 
carving. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #9 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) (F) 


BO TALES. 


Authentication Number: F-529 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Beard and hair very lightly 
punched with a design punch. Hat well 
done with textured crown and hat band 
with bow, Subject is smoking a “fag” with 
smoke rising. Ear well done; eyebrow 
visible. Nose has been altered to give 
somewhat of a rounded effect. liye slightly 
allered as is mouth. Field behind head 
dressed. Liberty still visible. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Lye, nose and mouth altered. 
Hat band decorated with a bow. Same tool 
was probably used to give the textural look 


to the hat as was used to create the beard 
and hair. 


Price Realized: 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


LOT #10 


“Bearded man wearing derby 
No date 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: F-530 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Carved and punched, with hair, 
beard and moustache done with a small 
circular punch. Reverse “J” for ear. Large 
crown on derby, hat band with bow, and 
“looped” ends on brim. Collar is designed 
with circular punch. “Jeweled” pin on front 
of collar. Obverse features of original Indian 
look Mint state. Reverse flattened from 
being against flat surface while carved. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: Hair and beard punched with a 
small circular punch. Hat brim, hat band, 
collar, and shoulder carved with heavy lines. 


Collar was decorated with a circular punch. 
Field behind head is dressed. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #11 


Three virtually identical Hobo 5¢ (bearded 
man wearing derby) on a drop pendant. 


Authentication Number: F-531 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Above Average 

Comments: This drop pendant was obvi- 
ously made especially for a certain person. 
All three carvings are virtually identical, 


with the ears being the only slight differ- 


some sort added at the bottom as there is a 


loop al 6 o'clock. Carved and “crosshatched” 
design throughout and the first of this type 


this attributor has seen (pendant). A very 
interesting and attractive piece! 


Bidder Number: 


ence. Apparenily there was a fourth coin of 


Probable Artist: Unknown 


Second Authenticator: Donald E. 
Farnsworth 


Quality: Above Average 


Comments: There is also a small differ- 
ence in the notches carved onto the hat 
band. The loop at the bottom of the 
bottom coin could be used to attach 
jewelry. I also have never seen any of this 
type. All three carvings are above average 
in my opinion. This design is different, 
interesting and desirable. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #12 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1929-P 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: F-562 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Below Average 


Comments: This scratched (hat/collar) and 
punched (hair, beard, moustache) piece is 
very basic. Plain hat with no head band, 
scratched outlines and an arc punch used 
for the hair, etc. Unaltered profile; minimal 
field dressing. Ear is very lightly scratched 
in, 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Although below average and of 
minimal work, the artwork appears to be 
carefully done and is attractive and neat. The 
whiskers and hair are punched and the rest 
of the artwork was done by light scratching. 
The only field dressing is on the back of the 
head and neck. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


N.S. AUCTION #9 


LOT #13 


~ Bearded man wearing derby 


No date -"D" Mint - probably in ‘20s 


Authentication Number: F-476 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: This totally carved piece is of 
the hobo nickel artist’s favorite subject. The 
subject has no ear and the profile is unal- 
tered. Very light beard, hair and moustache 
done with a hand made graver, probably. 
Field slightly and roughly dressed behind 
subject. Accent lines on hat band and bow. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: Coin has considerable wear 
since the carving was done, Exhibits knife 
carving to create the hat brim and collar 
lines, and “rays” from an invisible jewel at 
neck. Jewelers engraving tool was used for 
the beard. Chisel used to dress the field 
around hat, 


Price Realized: 


LOT #14 


Curly-haired woman (?) 
1808 Bavarian 6 Kreuzer (G) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: This coin carved on an 1808 
Bavarian 6 Kreuzer piece (silver) has seen 
considerable wear after being carved. Much 
detai] has been lost but the hair curls are 
still visible. Difficult to identify it as a 
woman ora man with long hair, 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality; Below Average 


Comments: Joseph (Maxmilian I) has a 
strong receding hairline on the original coin. 
This coin has been altered using a circle 
punch to simulate a female side view. It 
appears to have evidence on the back of 
having been mounted as a pin. It might have 
been an attractive piece when first done, but 
excessive wear puts it now al below average. 


Price Realized: 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (F) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: F-592 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: The hair, beard, moustache and 
hat crown has been done with a small 
circular punch, possibly a nail set. The 
subject's eye was also created by a larger 
punch. The profile (nose) has been altered; 
deep (carved) cuts for the hat brim and 
collar. Ear placed low on head. Coin has a 


long scratch on the face and some graffiti on 


the buffalo on the reverse. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality; Average 

Comments: Art work has been carved and 
punched. A noticeable scratch appears from 
above the eyebrow to the hairline and 


beard. Subject given an ethnic nose. In spile 
of the scratch, artwork is pleasing. 


Price Realized: 


ORIGIN 


Authentication Number: F-593 


_ LOT #16 
tts First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: While this coin has some 
appearances of a modern carving, I believe it 
to be an original. Totally carved; nose 
slightly altered; well-formed ear overlapping 
hat brim. Nice accent lines on hat crown 
above hat band (w/bow)}, and on collar. 
Eyebrow also nicely done. “LI” of LIBERTY 
has been recut. Apparent “fresh metal” look 
due to coin being preserved right after being 


it carved in my opinion. 
Bearded man wearing 2 


No date 5¢ (F) 


Bidder Number: 


C HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, 


INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: This is a very well done piece of 
art work. Coin is totally carved. The first two 
letters of LIBERTY have been accentuated by 
the artist. 


Noied for accuracy - the reverse shows the 
bison relieving himself. 


Price Realized: 


Authentication Number: F-594 


LOT #17 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Totally carved with entire field 
dressed. Coin has seen circulation since 
being made. Altered profile, very high crown 
on hat, with hatband / bow nicely carved. 
Striped coat on subject. Ear present but very 
basic. Beard and moustache rather scragely 
in appearance. Overall, a nice, attractive 
presentation of the hobo 5¢ artist's favorite 
subject. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) (F) 
Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Entire subject was neatly carved. 
Entire field was dressed giving a cameo-like 


appearance to the subject. A very pleasing 
work of art in my opinion. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #18 Authentication Number: F595 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: Nicely carved coin with the hat 
exceptionally well done, especially the 
hatband and bow. Nose slightly altered; 
single punch for eye. Hat sits low on the 
head, no ear visible. Winged collar also very 
nicely carved. Hair/beard appears to have 
been made with a multi-line graver, as has 
the lower neck and upper collar. Field 
entirely dressed. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
No date “P” Mint (EF) 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: Eye was punched and rest of the 
artwork was neatly carved. Completely 


dressed field adds to the attractiveness of the 
artwork. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


0.A.N.S. AUCTION #9 


LOT #19 Authentication Number: F-596 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: This coin has been both carved 
(hal, profile, ear, collar) and punched (hair, 
beard, and moustache). Hal sits low on 
head, has hatband and bow. Small ear; 
profile ethnically altered. Field dressed all 
around subject (no LIBERTY). 


Probable Artist: Unknown 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1915-P 5¢ (EF) 


Bidder Number: 


Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 


Comments; This coin has been carved and 
punched as described by Bill. A very neat 
job, pleasing appearance. Done on a higher 
grade circulated nickel. A very typical 
attractive hobo nickel. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #20 Authentication Number: F-597 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: The technique used to create the 
hair and beard on this piece is quite 
interesting, as it was done by a sharp, 
4-pronged device that punched the metal up 
toa head at the end of the stroke. The hat is 
very nicely done (with hatband and bow), as 
is the collar and bow tie. Large ear, unaltered 
profile and dressed field all around the 
subject. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
No date "P" Mint 5¢ (VG) b 
Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E, Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: The hair and beard is very 


attractively done by the device as described 
by Bill. Rest of artwork was neatly carved. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #21 Authentication Number: F-598 


em 


First Authenticator: Bil] Fivaz 


Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: The most notable feature of this 
piece is the very small hat perched high on 
the subject’s head. The ear is low and the 
profile is unaltered, The hair, beard and 
moustache were created by the punch 
method, probably using a small circular 
punch, Some circulation after the coin was 
carved/punched has flattened down the 
raised portions of the punches. No collar. 


Bearded man wearing small derby 
1924-D 5¢ (G) 


Bidder Number: 


BO TALES 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E, Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (low) 

Comments: Since carved/punched, this coin 
has seen some circulation as evident by the 
wear above and around the ear. The 


artwork, although low average, is neat and 
is pleasing to look at. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #22 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-2) 5¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: F-599 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Average 

Comments: This subject has a very large ear, 
a plain curved-brim hat, and a scraggly 
beard/hair (punched). The profile is 


unaltered, No collar. The field all around the 
figure has been crosshatched. 


Bidder Number: 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: This artwork is totally carved. 
The closely crosshatched field makes the 


subject stand out. An attractive carving of 
the typical subject. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #23 


tly bearded man wearing derby 


No date “P” 5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: F-600 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: A very small derby sits atop this 
thick-necked subject’s head, and it has a 
bow but no hatband. Totally carved, the 
beard and hair done probably with a small 
knife point. Ear and bow tie created with 
rather deep cuts. Coin has seen a bit of 
circulation after the carving. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: Coin is entirely carved. All the 
lettering in the field has been removed 
giving the subject a cameo-like appearance. 


Top and back of head completely altered. 
Neatly carved and pleasing in appearance. 


Price Realized: 


10 


LOT #24 


Curly bearded man w/derby, 
smoking a “fag” 
1916-S 5¢ (G) 


“Authentication Number: F-601 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: This coin would have probably 
rated higher if it had not seen considerable 
circulation after the carving. Loss of detail 
in hat on hatband/bow; minor alteration on 
profile. Subject is smoking a “fag” (ciga- 
rette), and has a curly beard and hair. Small 
ear, accented eye, unfinished collar. Field 
“peen” punched around figure. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments: | believe that this coin has been 
carved twice and was circulated between 
the first and second carvings. The field 
around the head appears to be the result of 


the first carving, plus wear due to circula- 
tion. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #25 


Bearded man wearing derby 


1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (F/VF) 


“5. A 


(ON #9 


Authentication Number: F-602 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Totally carved, with hair and 
beard created by a curved stroke. Ear 
overlapping hat brim and lightly carved. 
Hair under forward hat brim. Hole in crown 
of hat, Eyebrow and unaltered profile. 
Curved, plain collar. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: Totally carved by an experi- 
enced artist. Hole in hat quite prominent. 
What appears to be hair above the brim is 


probably the band as it was done with 
shorter stroke of the knife. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #26 


Curly bearded man wearing skullcap 


1913-P (1-1) 5¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: F-603 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: This coin is unusual for a couple 
reasons: (1) It is not the usual “bearded man 
wearing derby” subject, and (2) the beard is 
long and curly. The ear is nicely done and 
the eve has been accented. Long, curly lines 
for beard (no hair). Accent lines for eyebrow 
and on nose. No collar. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: | believe that the subject is a 


pious Jew. The artwork is entirely carved — 
an attractive work. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #27 


Bearded man 

wi/derby 
(obverse); 

~ man w/pack 

(reverse) 


1913-P (T-2) 
5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: F-604 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Obverse is typical subject with 
heavy (carved) beard and curve-brimmed 
derby. Rough ear, no collar. Unaltered 
profile. Reverse shows man carrying a pack 
over his shoulder (bison’s bump). Man has 
coat and hat. Many scratch marks in field 
above FIVE CENTS. Two sided carvings are 
relatively rare and much sought after. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Obverse and reverse totally 
carved, Heavy carving of beard, hair and ear 
stands out in a pleasing contrast to the 
lightly carved hat and brim. Obverse 
carving is very pleasing; reverse carving is 
sloppily done. 


Price Realized: 


I 


LOT #28 


3 Elephant head on reverse 
1928-P 5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: F-605 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: Another unusual piece in that 
the subject is an elephant’s head with trunk, 
tusks, etc. This is definitely a “Bo” work, 
done after his 1957 hand injury. The coin 
was etched after being carved and toned an 
orangish color, possibly in a tobacco pouch. 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 


Bidder Number: 


HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Second Authenticator; Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Etched and toned in a manner 
similar to F-614. Coin was carved with a 
moderately heavy instrument. A lot of work 
went into altering the profile of a bison to 
that of the elephant’s head. 


Price Realized: 


a 


LOT # 


Bearded man wearing knit cap 
1928-P 5¢ (G) 


Authentication Number: F-606 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Another post-1957 piece by “Bo” 
and signed “GH” behind neck. Mostly 
punched and done with mechanical tool 
(note “stutter effect” on many lines). Altered 
profile. Coin slightly etched and deeply 
toned (orange), both intentionally. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: “GH” behind the neck - the 


initials of “George Hughes” known as “Bo.” I 
find the carving somewhat busy and heavy, 


Price Realized: 


rr 


LOT #30 


1913-P (T-2), No date "P" Mint 


12 


Various 1913-P (T-2), 1928-P (2), 


iat 


Bidder Number: 


Authentication Number: F-607, F-608, F-609, F-610, F-611 

First Authenticator: Bil! Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average (F-611), Crude (F-607, 608, 609, 610) 

_ Comments: These five coins, ranging from crude (4) to below average 
(1) are being submitted as one lot by the consignor. These are all plate 

_ coins in Del Romines’ 1982 (first) book, on pages 19, 30, 31 and 37. 

Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 

Quality: Below Average (F-611), Crude (F-607, 608, 609, 61 0) 


Comments: The F-611 is noticeably better than the other four. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


0.A.N.S. AUCTION #9 


LOT #31 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-2) 5¢ (VF) (looped) 


Authentication Number: F-612 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This looped piece has a smiling 
subject and a light beard. The hat and ear 
are very nicely done and the hat band and 
field behind and over the subject have been 
“textured” by using a very small punch. 
Unaltered profile, but eye has been accentu- 
ated. No collar, and well-defined jaw above 
neck, 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: This is a nice work of art. Field 
is dressed and is textured at top of hat and 
behind the neck. Smiling mouth and a 


gleaming eye to match. Beard and texture 
were punched; rest of work carved. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #32 


Bearded man wearing derby, 
smoking cigar 
1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (VF) 


Authentication Number: F-613 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: While there is still much of the 
Indian’s hair still visible (unfinished work?), 
this is still an attractive totally carved piece. 
The bearded subject is smoking a cigar and 
the profile has been outlined and slightly 
altered. Large ear; eyebrow and furrows on 
the forehead. Nose altered near nostril and 
eye nicely altered. Smoke rising from cigar. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: Coin has been carved and 
punched. Profile has been slightly altered at 
nose and eyebrow. Lot of work went into 


carving the ear and the facial hair: however, 
not much work went into carving the hat. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #33 


Clown 
1938-D 5¢ (F) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: F-614 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Another post-1957 piece by 
“Bo.” “Stutter effect” indicates a mechanical 
instrument was used as well as some 
punches. Coin has been etched and toned 
(intentionally) after being made. All of Bo’s 
works, even those made after his 1957 hand 
injury, are desirable as they represent the 
work done by one of the “masters.” 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: Done with a large instrument. 
Looks like a typical work by Bo after 
injuring his hand. Both sides of the coin 


were toned while the obverse was etched 
(similar as was done to F-605). 


Price Realized: 


13 


ORIGI 


LOT #34 


Goateed man 
with glasses, 
smoking 

No date 
Jefferson 5¢ 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Different due to being on a non- 
Buffalo 5¢. Date on Jefferson 5¢ has been 
removed as has all other obverse lettering. 
Subject is wearing a hat high on the head, 
smoking a cigar, wearing glasses, goatee, 
earring and jeweled stick pin on tie. Nose 
slightly altered. Reverse has U.S. flag carved 
as flying over Monticello. 


Bidder Number: 


AL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, 


(NC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Some letters on the reverse are 
missing due to greased dies. Subject has a 
wide collar. Artist appears to be experienced, 


but did not do much work on the carving - 
hence below average grade. 


Price Realized: 


“Potty Dime” 
1891-P 10¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A very nicely carved Liberty 
Seated Dime, showing Ms. Liberty (nude) 
sitting on an ornate (flowered) chamber pot, 
on. a rug. Potty coins are very collectible, 
with the rarity increasing as the denomina- 
tion decreases. This carved 10¢ then is rare, 
as very few have been seen. Pole (interest- 
ingly) extends between legs. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Ornate pot nicely decorated. The 


nude lady is realistic looking - somewhat 
scandalistic for the times. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #36 


4 Kreuger (S. Aft.) with beard and hat 
1894 So. Afr. 1 Shilling 
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Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Mr. Kreuger has been altered to 
have a heavy beard, an African tribal hat 


and jacket. This leader was a popular 
subject for satirical token carvers. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (low) 

Comments: Although little work was done 


on this coin, the artist was neat, so I thought 
that it rated a low average grade. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #37 


We 


25 Hobo Postcards 


Bidder Number: 


This area of hobo memorabilia is becoming very popular, and here’s your 
chance to add some neat pieces to your collection. These can be used in 
your next Hobo nickel exhibit! 


Price Realized: 


LOT #38 


a 


Bearded man in domed hat 
1910 Lincola cent 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Artwork is entirely carved. 
Lincoln's bow tie was turned into a sparkling 
jewel. Deep carved lines accentuate the 
jacket. Lincoln's profile changed especially 
the nose. No dressing done in field. 1910 
date is visible through the arm. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Quite skillfully done with 
engraving tools. Liner graver and straight 
graver extensively used. Bulbous nose and 


diamond at throat indicate ethnic jeweler. 
Coin darkened artificially. 


Price Realized: 


SS 


Bearded man wearing derby ; 
P-Mint Buffalo nickel (XF) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: A-001 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Beautiful high-relicf cameo 
carving by “Bo.” Nice simple hat, delicate 
hair, raised-metal ear, totally altered profile, 
deepened field. Signature “GH 51” on neck 
truncation. Long straight ridge-like hat brim, 
with plain hat band. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: This coin is pictured in 
Romines second book, page 26, lowest far 
tight. The field has been planed down deep 
into the coin. The image is totally three- 
dimensional and raised: ear, hat brim, 
beard. A very professional job. Lifelike. 
GH51 on bust truncation. 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC, 


LOT #40 


Bearded man wearing derby 


Buffalo nickel - "P" Mint (VF) 


Authentication Number: A-002 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior (low) 


Comments: This nice carving by “Bo” is re- 
dated “1941” on shoulder. The hat has a 
slightly curved thin brim, and band with 
bow above. Finely carved hair. Nice raised 
metal ear. Thick collar with pointed lapel. 
“Liberty” removed. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: This coin is pictured on. page 48 
of Romines second book. Pushed metal ear, 
elevated hat brim. Expertly finished fields. 
Three dimensional. Top of the line partial 
cameo. Incuse 1941 near where original date 
was. This must be a portrait coin, but who 
knows. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #41 


Bearded man wearing hat 


1913 Type II Buffalo nickel (XF) 


Authentication Number: A-003 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This nice hobo nickel was made 
by a talented maker. I know of several other 
specimens of his work. The distinctive hat 
has a wide, curved, crescent-shaped brim, a 
shaded band with bow(?) at back, and a 
flattish top. The hair/beard/moustache were 
chiseled or punched with a textured tool. 
The flat nose has a big nostril. Shaded lower 
collar. Field dressed with a dimpled texture 
from pounding or hammering. Weakest 
feature is the indistinct tiny ear. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This work is engraved with 
jewelers tools: a liner graver was used to 
create the collar and hat band. The field is 
delicately peened. The nose is comical and 
cartoon like. The nostril is punched. The 
beard seems created by florentining tool. 
Very attractive. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #42 


Bearded man wearing derby 


“$” Mint Buffalo nickel (VG) 
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Authentication Number: A-004 
First Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This “Bo” carving appears to be 
unfinished: the top of the hat and the field 
need a final dressing. The rest of the hat, 
the ear and hair, and the collar appear 
completed. The coin has strong iridescent 
toning, with a few stains above the buffalo. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Unfinished work by “Bo.” Beard, 
face, and ear look complete, but outer fields, 
hat, and collar area seem incomplete. 
Multicolored hues from heat treating are 
obvious and also incomplete towards the 
final toning effect. Interesting. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #43 


"Bearded man wearing hat 
1943-S Jefferson nickel 


Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: Carved Jefferson nickels are 
seldom encountered with this much work. 
The profile is strongly altered, with an 


upswept beard, big nose, and carved eye. 
Plus shaded hat, and curved hair and collar. 


Bidder Number: 


(e} -S. AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average (low) 

Comments: The engraving work was 
probably by jewelers tools. No attempt was 
made to remove any of the legend or more 


skillfully sculpt the facial area. Still an 
interesting and rare subject and type coin. 


Price Realized: 


SS 


LOT #44 


“Poity Dime” 


1890 (P) Liberty Seated dime 


Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: Potty coins are seldom found on 
dimes. This one has a nice carving of a 
naked woman sitting on a chamber pot. The 


legs, feet, and pot are nicely and boldly 
carved. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: This “naughty” art form 
preceded Hobo nickels and may have been 
the seed for that idea. Liberty's gown has 
been skillfully removed and the rock she 
was sitting on with the “Liberty” shield, has 
been transformed to a chamber pot. Usually 
practiced on a half dollar, this art form is 
scarce on a dime. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #45 


“Potty Half Dollar” 
1877 Half dollar (VG) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Potty coins are seldom found on 
half dollars. This example has the naked 
woman seated on an oversized chamber pot. 


The carving is boldly done, and has 
experienced some slight wear. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: This “naughty” art form 
preceded Hobo nickels and may have been 
the inspiration for that art form. Liberty’s 
gown has been engraved away and the rock 
with shield she was sitting on has been 
transformed to a chamber pot. Liberty has a 
large round navel and lightly re-engraved 
hair. Probably carried years as a pocket 
piece. 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL 


LOT #46 


“Potty Dollar” 


Authentication Number: 


First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: This “potty” trade dollar has a 
naked Liberty seated on a chamber pot. The 
legs, feet, and pot are boldly engraved. A 
nice grasslike texture is carved on the 
ground. 


OBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This “naughty” art form pre- 
ceded Hobo nickels and may have been the 
inspiration for that art form. The trade dollar 
is the standard for this type of expression. 
The water on the horizon in front, and the 
clump of wheat behind, have been erased. 
The cotton bale she formerly sat on trans- 
formed to a chamber pot. Carried as pocket 
piece. 


1878-S trade dollar (VF) 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Unknown 


LOT #47 


Richard Nixon 
1964 Half dollar 


First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior (high) 


Comments: This is a great two-sided 
satirical piece. The bust of JFK on the 
obverse is masterfully altered to a caricature 
of Nixon. “In God” is removed. The reverse 
is totally altered, to a hand with middle 
finger raised, with the incuse legend “Let Me 
Make this Perfectly Clear” around, The 
carvings are superb, and the fields are 
perfectly dressed to match the original 
fields. A modern masterpiece. 


Bidder Number: 


Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Not a trace of the original design 
is left on obverse or reverse except “Liberty 
1964.” A very creative cartoon caricature of 
Richard Nixon. On the reverse is a denial 
phrase he said during Watergate and a fist 
with the middle finger raised. Probably done 
circa 1973. As perfectly done as if it was a 
pattern of an unadopted design. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #48 


Spiro Agnew 
1964 Half dollar (XF) 
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Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior (low) 


Comments: This is a companion piece to 
the two-sided Nixon carving done by the 
same person. This is a one-sided alteration, 
with the bust of JFK changed to Spiro 
Agnew. There are many thin minor fine 
scratches on the obverse. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Very well done caricature of 
Spiro Agnew — Nixon's VP who left office 
prematurely and amid scandal. The ear, 
cheek, and neck are all that remain of the 


original design except lettering and date. 
Very artistic. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #49 


US. nickel 1913-38 (F) 


Authentication Number: DW-002 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Nicely done portrait of a balding 
clown. This is a plate coin from page 83 of 
Romines first book. Large well defined ear. 
The fields behind head and in front of nose 
are a bit rough. Nose and forehead have 
been altered. The subject is scarce. 


Bidder Number: 


0. -S. AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Nice carving of a bald clown, 
with fine hair behind a bold ear, and ruffled 


collar. Coin is not toned brown as most such 
works of “Bo” are. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #50 


U.S, 1937 nickel (VG) 


Indian with head band 


Authentication Number: DW-003 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This carving is on page 90 of 
Romines first book. Very well defined hair 
detail. Field dressing somewhat distracting 
behind head. Coin appears to have been 
blackened after carving, then rubbed to 
accentuate portrait. Subject is scarce. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Nice carving of an Indian, with 
nicely carved hair with bold head band, 


nice ear, and braid on cheek in front of the 
ear. The profile is unaltered. 


Price Realized: 


_LOT #51 


Indian with round hat 
U.S. 1937 nickel (F) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: DW-004 


First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This coin is pictured on page 92 
or Romines first book. There is not much 
alteration work on this hobo. The hat is 
rather crude and only one feather has been 
removed from original design. The original 
hair lines, braid and outer feather have been 
accentuated. The coin has induced toning. 
Subject is scarce. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 

Comments; This is a simple carving, 


incorporating one feather and the braid of 
the original coin. The profile is unaltered. 


Price Realized: 
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LOT #52 


Indian with feathered headdress 
US. 1928 nickel (G) 


Authentication Number: DW-005 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This coin is pictured on page 29 
of Romines first book. The artwork of the 
headdress is very fine and shows intricate 
detail. It must be viewed with a glass to 
appreciate this. The fan shaped patterns 
where the feathers attach to the head band 
are fascinating. Scarce subject. The coin 
shows induced toning. 


Bidder Number: 


CL AOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: The large headdress with all its 


fine details dominates this carving of an 
Indian. The profile is unaltered. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #53 


U.S. 1937 nickel (VF) 


Authentication Number: DW-006 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This coin is pictured on page 89 
of Romines first book. The back of the 
squaw’s head has been perfectly formed 
though evidence still remains in the field 
behind the original feathers. The profile is 
unaltered, the hair and band have been 
accentuated. Scarce subject. Coin shows 
induced toning. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Average 

Comments: This depiction of an Indian 
squaw is a simple carving with just a few 
highlights added on the hair and braid, plus 


an ornamental head band. The field behind 
the head is a bit rough. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #54 


Bearded man with curved brim derby 
U.S. 1935 nickel (G) 
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Authentication Number: DW-007 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments; This coin is pictured on page 78 
of Romines first book. Typical subject except 
for moustache and widely curved hat brim. 
The field dressing is a bit rough. Ear detail 
and hair lines neatly done. The coin 
exhibits induced toning. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: This standard-design hobo 
nickel has Bo’s typical hair and ear style. 
Unusual features are the strongly curved hat 
brim, the moustache, and the goatee beard. 


Simple bow on hat band: simple collar; 
profile unaltered. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


: 0.8.N.S. AUCTION #9 


n wearin, 
crooked nose” 
U.S. 1925 nickel (G) 


Authentication Number: DW-008 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This coin is pictured on page 78 
of first book and 45 of second book by 
Romines. The curved hat brim and notch on 
the nose distinguish this character. Field 
dressing is neatly done. Beard stubble 
created by knife point. Collar area is hastily 
done. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: The unusual hat brim is straight 
at the bottom, and curved upward above the 
ear, Nice hair and ear typical of Bo’s work. 


Stubble beard on cheek and moustache. 
Goatee beard on chin. Simple collar. 


Price Realized: 


__LOT #56 


~~“Bo” wearing jockey hat 
U.S. 1926 nickel (G) 


Authentication Number: DW-009 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This coin is featured on page 85 
of Romines book #1. The broad “ski” nose 
identifies this as a probable self portrait. 
Beautifully done hair and beard. Three 
dimensional quality to the hat. Well dressed 
fields. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: A self-portrait of “Bo” as a 
jockey, with nice details. The obverse is 


finely speckled from the intentional toning 
by “Bo.” 


Price Realized: 


LOT #57 


U.S. 1930 nickel (VG) 


BO TALES 


“ Rabbi with fancy cap ss 


Authentication Number: DW-010 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: This work is pictured on page 
87 of Romines first book. It features a 
loosely woven skull cap with fancy border. 
The hat texturing is nicely done as is the 
beard and hair detail. The field dressing 
behind head is obvious though the coin 
exhibits induced toning. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: The hat on this piece is way too 
big to be a rabbi’s skull cap (which should 
cover just the top rear portion of the head, 
not the whole head as here). The texture on 
the hat resembles a knit hat, maybe ofa 
lumberjack. The haiz/ear/collar are in the 
usual “Bo” style. 


Price Realized: 
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IGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Bearded man with standard cap 
US. 1935 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: DW-011 
First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: Hat brim and ear are both raised 
on this portrait, pictured on page 85 of 
Romines book #1 under the heading of 
jockeys. Mentioned as “Bo’s” friend “Ralph” 
by Bill Fivaz. Feather remnants still visible 
behind head. Outer rim on obverse is rough, 
possibly from wire brushing. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Nice “Bo” carving with his usual 
hair/ear/collar design. Straight-brimmed cap 


on head. Profile is altered (to depict Bo’s 
friend Ralph, it is believed). 


Price Realized: 


LOT #59 


Business man, bearded, wearing fedora 
U.S. 1936 5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: DW-012 

First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: This coin featured on page 79 of 
Romines first book. Nicely textured coin 
with peened background, textured hat top, 


skillfully altered nose. Very distinguished 
appearance. Coin shows induced toning. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Nice “Bo” carving with his 
typical hair/ear/collar style. The hair strands 
are wider than usual. The dress hat has a 
plain band, and angled brim flaps at front 
and rear. Straight altered nose. Liberty has 
been removed. 


Price Realized: 


Flowing hair portrait (Moses, Jesus?) 
U.S, 1926 5¢ (G) 
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Authentication Number: DW-013 

First Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: This coin pictured on page 88 of 
Romines first book. This is a deeply 
engraved portrait of most likely, Moses or 


Jesus. The hairlines are deeply engraved 
and very attractive. Nice work. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: “Bo” 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This “Bo” carvings depicts a full 
head of wavy hair with a large matching 
beard, and small ear, all nicely done in Bo’s 
distinctive style. It probably is a portrait of 
Moses. The profile is unaltered except for the 
beard over the chin. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


LOT #61 


Buffalo nickel, date removed (VG) 


Authentication Number: A-006 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: This is one in the series of 
“migrant worker diary self portrait” hobo 
nickels of an unknown artist. This cameo- 
like piece for 1929, has “29” engraved in the 
date area, The man is wearing a flat-topped 
hat with simple band. He has a round ear, 
carved curved-lines hair/beard/moustache, 
slightly altered nose (flat in front). There are 
some errant scratches in the smooth field. 
Liberty is removed. Plate coin. Romines II, 


page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


-S. AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: There appears to be a very faint 
“GH” below the “2” in the “29.” If so, there 
is a possibility that it was carved by “Bo.” 
However, the carving does not look like a 
Bo. Whiskers and hair were punched. Far, 
hat and date were carved. Scratches in field 
at 10 o'clock and 2 o'clock. A high-end 
average carving in my opinion. Since I 
wrote the above comments, I came to the 
conclusion that the markings below the “2” 
is NOT a “GH.” 


Price Realized: 


LOT #62 


Migrant worker, self portrait 
1930 Buffalo nickel (VG) 


Authentication Number: A-005 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: A 1930 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self portrait” series. Flat topped 
hat with plain band, carved ear/hair/beard/ 
moustache, altered nose, nice coarsely- 
textured field. Plate coin. Romines II, page 
86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: Hair, ear, and field punched. 
Date altered. Rest of coin carved. Field 


dressed with a series of punches. Nose 
altered to give an ethnic look. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #63 


Migrant worker, self portra 
1931-S Buffalo nickel (F) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: A-007 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A 1931 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self-portrait” series. Flat- 
topped hat with plain band, round ear, 
carved hair/beard/moustache. Slightly 
altered nose. The head is cameo, sur- 
rounded by a nice coarsely-textured field 
(like chipped wood) containing the 1931 
date from the coin. Plate coin. Romines II, 
page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: 1931 date unaltered. Cameo 
head surrounded by a totally-punched field. 
Rest of coin carved. Nose slightly altered. 


Hat has band. An above average piece of art 
work, 


Price Realized: 
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Migr Pi 
Type -I Buffalo nickel, date removed 
1913 (VG) 


Authentication Number: A-008 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: A 1932 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self-portrait” series. Flat- 
topped hat with plain band. Carved ear-hair- 
beard-moustache. Altered nose and fore- 
head. Cameo head with 1932 engraved 
below. Field coarsely-textured. Workman- 
ship a bit below normal for this artist. Plate 
coin, Romines-IL, page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


AL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY. 


(NC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Original date removed; 1932 
carved in its place. Altered profile (nose and 


forehead). Coin entirely carved. Field 
dressed with a rough texture. 


Price Realized: 


Migrant worker self portrait 
Buffalo nickel, date removed (VG) 


Authentication Number: A-009 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: A 1933 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self-portrait” series. Flat- 
topped hat, plain band. Round ear. Carved 
hair-beard-moustache. Altered nose. “1933” 
is engraved below the head, on the textured 
field. Cameo head. Plate coin, Romines-Il, 
page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Original date removed; 1933 
carved in its place. Almost no neck. Original 
profile except in slightly altered nose. 
Dressed field hat, whiskers and ear carved 
(and hair). A low-end above average carving 
in my opinion. 


Price Realized: 


_ LOT #66 


career: 


grant we worker self portrait 
Buffalo nickel, date removed (VG) 
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Authentication Number: A-010 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: A 1934 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self-portrait” series. Cameo 
head. Flat-topped hat, plain band. Carved 
hair-beard-moustache. Altered nose. Large 
“1934” engraved below the head, on the 
textured field. Plate coin, Romines-II, page 
86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Famsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: Original date removed; 1934 
carved in its place. Original profile except for 
slightly-altered nose. Textured field. Whis- 


kers, ear, hair and hat carved. A low-end 
above average carving in my opinion. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


0.4.N.S. AUCTION #9 : 


Migrant worker self portrait 


Buffalo nickel, date removed (F) 


Authentication Number: A-011 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: A 1935 entry in the “migrant 
worker diary self-portrait” series. Cameo 
head. Flat-topped hat, plain band. Carved 
hair-beard-moustache. Altered nose. Large 
“1935” is engraved below the head, on the 
coarsely-textured field. Plate coin, Romines 
Il, page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: Original date removed and 
“1935” carved in its place. A very rough 


textured field, altered nose; rest of profile 
not altered. Entire coin was carved. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #68 


Buffalo nickel, date removed (F) 


Authentication Number: A-012 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A 1936 and final entry in the 
“migrant worker diary self-portrait” series. 
Cameo head. Flat-topped hat with plain 
band. Carved ear-hair-moustache. No beard 
(clean shaven for return home). Altered 
nose. Coarsely-textured field. “1936” 


engraved below head. “It’s great to be home” 


engraved behind neck. Plate coin, Romines- 
IL, page 86. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: Original date removed; 1936 
carved in its place. Subject no longer has a 
beard, but does have a moustache. “It’s great 
to be home” carved behind head. Textured 
field. Rest of coin carved. A very interesting 
piece. Last of a group of very similar set of 
carvings (A-005 through A-012). 


Price Realized: 


LOT #69 


Unknown Artist 


ee0e 
$000 


This lot consists of all eight of the preceding lots (Lots #61-68) in a 
custom white plastic holder. The bids for these eight coins will be 
totaled, and that total will be the starting bid for this lot, 


highest bid for each. 


BO TALES 


Bidder Number: 


If there is no bid, the individual lots will go to the winning bidders at the 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, [ 


Authentication Number: A-013 Probable Artist: Unknown 

First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average Quality: Average 

Comments: Indian head is changed to a bust + Comments: Profile unaltered, except for 

of Kaiser Wilhelm. Hat is a German helmet spike on top of helmet. The work is partly 
with ornaments, and a spike on top. Carved carved and partly chiseled. Field is partially 
hair and upturned moustache. Unaltered dressed. The zigzag line on front of helmet, 
profile. Detailed somewhat irregular ear. and the bottom of the helmet and part of the 
Ornamental military collar. Field is shaded; collar were, in my opinion, chiseled. 


Liberty is removed. A totally carved piece of 
an uncommon subject. 


Kaiser Wilhelm 
Buffalo nickel, no date (F) 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


LOT #71 Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Unknown 

: First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Above Average (high) Quality: Above Average 
Comments: Nice finely re-engraved bust of Comments: All of Miss Liberty’s hair was 
Liberty. Hair is delicately engraved, plus delicately engraved by an unknown artist (on 
coronet and feathers. Ear and eye also re- a VG coin, very little of Miss Liberty's hair 
engraved. Profile unaltered. Shading on outlines would be visible). Profile, including 
neck. A very nice carving on a rare date the hair, was unaltered. The field around the 
coin. head was dressed by a series of small 


scratches. This attractive carving was done 
on the key date coin of the Liberty Head 
nickel series. 


Liberty Head 
1885 Liberty Head V nickel (G) 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


LOT #72 
= Custom White Plastic Holder (40 openings) for Hobo Nickels 


 @ee0e0e00e0e0 
@©0000066 

°@00000080 
@e20@00600 

 €@©0e0e00000 


This is an ideal way to preserve and exhibit your hobo nickels, and 
enables you to have your collection all in one place. Fits nicely in a 
10” safety deposit box. 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
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0.A.N.S. AUCTION #9 } 


Custom White Plastic Holder (50 openings) for Hobo Nickels 


Same as preceding lot, except this holder houses 50 coins. 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


Custom White Plastic Holder (50 openings) for Hobo Nickels 


Same as preceding lot, except this holder houses 50 coins. 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


Custom White Plastic Holder (50 openings) for Hobo Nickels 


Same as preceding lot, except this holder houses 50 coins. 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


BO TALES 2 @ 


ORIGINA 


Bearded man wearing derby 3 
1913-P (T-1) (VF/EF) 


Authentication Number: F-582 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Typical hobo nickel subject; 
man’s hair, beard and eyebrow done with 
very small punch — rest is carved. Hat is 
well back on head with ear overlapping 
brim. Nose ethnically altered, as his eye. 
Accent lines on hat and collar, with jeweled 
stickpin on collar. Very nicely done piece. 


Bidder Number: 


HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: An early hobo nickel with all the 
features nicely done. The hat has a 3-D 


wraparound brim. The coin has received 
some slight wear after the alterations. 


Price Realized: 


Nee 


LOT #77 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) (EF/AU) 


Authentication Number: F-583 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: The work of this (unknown) 
artist has been seen before and it is some- 
what similar to that of “Telephone Ear.” 
Totally carved, with very nice work done on 
hat (with hatband and bow). Ear different 
from “Telephone Ear.” Nose ethnically 
altered somewhat and tuft of hair under 
forward hat brim. Collar and bow tie not 
quite up to the quality of rest of carving and 
may have been added by someone else later. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A nice early hobo nickel. Nice 
hat, ear, hair, beard. The only deficiencies 
are the awkward collar and poor perspective 
of the bow tie; lack of alteration to the 
shoulder; abrupt stoppage of the hat brim at 
the forehead (extending the brim on the field 
is difficult). 


Price Realized: 


re 


JO 


Curly boarded man wearing derby 
No date 5¢ (VF) 


28 


Authentication Number: ¥-584 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: The interesting thing about this 


totally carved coin is the “curly” appearance 


of the subject’s hair and beard (no mous- 
tache). Hat is small and sits on top of the 
head; ear very nicely done and nose, mouth 
and eye have been restructured with heavy 
(but expertly done) lines. Plain collar. Entire 
field has been dressed. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: This coin is totally carved, with 
nearly the entire obverse altered (except back 
of neck and cheek). Artist has an unusual 
bold style, with coarse stringy-curly hair, and 
a totally and boldly altered profile and face. 
Note the unusual downward-curved mouth. 
Nice small hat with textured dome; hal band; 
and 3-D wraparound brim. Liberty is 
removed, Coin has received some wear after 
being carved. This hobo nickel has overall 
great eye appeal. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


earded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (EF/AU) 


Authentication Number: F-576 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A nice Above Average carved 
and punched piece with a very low derby 
and an ear that resembles a boxers “cauli- 
flower” ear. The beard, hair and moustache 
has been punched with what appears to be a 
nail set. Eyebrow same. Profile unaltered; 
field behind head and over hat rather deeply 
dressed, Collar somewhat crudely done. 
Overall, a very nice piece. 


Bidder Number: 


(e} AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: The unusual shallow derby has 
a nice finely-textured surface. Nice boldly 


punched hair. Simple outline ear. The braid 
on the neck was not removed. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #80 


Bearded man wearing derby — 
1913-8 (T-1) (BF) 


Authentication Number: F-621 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average+ 


Comments: A very nice totally carved coin, 
with nicely formed hat, hatband, ear and 
beard. Profile unaltered, no collar. “Squint 
marks” added behind eye. Hatband has a 
nicely formed ribbon and bow; beard gives 
appearance of being heavy as does the hair 
and moustache. Field nicely dressed behind 
and over head. Liberty remains. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Nice hat, high on head, with 
narrow brim and band. Nice hair. Bold ear 


with ear lobe. Field and neck are nicely 
dressed. The profile is unaltered. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #81 


earded man wearing derby 
1914-S 5¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: F-622 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Nicely carved piece by a rather 
talented artist. Hat well done with no 
remnants of the Indian’s hair. Accent lines 
on the hatband and bow. Unaltered profile; 
ear slightly overlaps hat brim. High collar; 
field well dressed behind and over head. A 
very pleasing example of hobo art. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Nice hat, sits low on head. Hair 
and beard are nicely punched with a small 
arc-punch. Nice ear, but top conflicts with 
hat brim. Lower collar at front of neck, a bit 
awkward; braid ribbons to right of neck 
were not removed. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 
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ORIGINAL 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1914-S 5¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: F-623 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Although this coin has a bright 
surface, it is the result of having been 
cleaned at some time and not from being 
made recently. It is an originally carved 
piece. The hat has a large crown and sits 
more on the back of the head than usual. 
Unaltered profile, heavy eyebrow, “squint 
lines” behind the eye; only a hint of hair at 
nape of neck. Well carved collar; nice 
hatband and bow. 


Bidder Number: 


OBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: The large hat sits tilted back on 
head (brim at about 45° angle). Most of the 
alterations were done with broad incuse 
lines: the hat brim, band, bow; the ear; the 
eyebrow and marks around the eye; the 
nostril; the enhanced lips; the collars, Field, 
neck, and dome of hat decently dressed. 
Profile is unaltered. 


Price Realized: 


a 


LOT #83 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1919-5 5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: F-624 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: This coin was carved using, in 
many cases, rather broad strokes from a 
graver. Lined hatband and bow, and huge, 
rather indistinct ear. Altered profile. Line 
graver used for hair. Very thin neck and no 
collar. Beard was made with small gouges 
from a sharp implement, creating a dot of 
metal build up at the end of each stroke. 
Coin appears to have been very lightly 
buffed afterward. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This hobo nickel has somewhat 
of a cartoon or caricature appearance, due to 
the thin neck, large ear, and strongly sloped 
recessed forehead. The dots of the raised 
stubble beard are haphazardly placed over 
the face and neck. Field and dome of hat are 
adequately dressed. 


Price Realized: 


i 2” 
LOT #84 


Bearded man wearing low derby 
(Submittor’s “Cecil”) Undated “P” Mint 


Authentication Number: F-343 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Totally carved with heavy deep 
lines (may have been punched in some 
areas like the hat, collar, etc. due to the 
flattened damage on reverse.) Field com- 
pletely dressed. Coin has been polished and 
has seen some circulation since made. 


Bidder Number: 


30 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Heavily punched obverse which 
created heavily damaged reverse. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


AUCTION #9 


Authentication Number: F-022 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: The subject is the typical one 
for the hobo nickel carvers, that of a bearded 
man with a bowler or derby hat. It is a 
totally carved piece, but the beard is unlike 
any other technique I’ve seen on a hobo 5¢. 
This may lead others to feel this is not an 
original piece, but I believe it is. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
No date 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 


Price Realized: 


Authentication Number: F-341 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Beard has been created, as the 
hair, moustache and the field over the 
subject, by a small nail set punch. Flat derby 
with large bow and ornate hatband. Indian's 
hair visible in hat. Profile and back of neck 
“outlined.” Mouth and eye altered slightly. 


Bearded man wearing flat derby 
(Submittor’s “Garth”) 1913-P (T-1) (XF) 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: No dress work on hat. Hair still 
visible. 


Price Realized: 


Authentication Number: 


LOT #87 


First Authenficator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Regardless of the “1941” date 
carved on the collar, this authenticator does 
not feel this is an original hobo nickel as 
OHNS defines one. There is a good deal of 
“fresh” (shiny) metal on the coin and the 
dark hatch marked hair/beard was probably 
filled in to make it appear original. Also, 
“LIBERTY” has been altered to “BERT”, and 
this is not a Bert Weigand coin. 


Heavily bearded (and hair) man with 
no hat, smoking a cigar. (Submittor’s 
‘Nick O’Time) 1935-8 5¢ (F) 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Apparent crude attempt to make 
a “Bert” carving. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 
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RIGINA 


Lightly bearded man wearing derby; loop 
attached at top. (Submittor’s “Hanging Hank”) 


1913-P (T-1) 5¢ 


Authentication Number: F-344 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: One of the very few seen with a 
loop attached at the top to be worn as a 
necklace or watch sob. Totally carved, ear 
overlaps hat brim, beard, hair, moustache 
lightly done, with circulation meeting the 
carving. Reverse shows indication of having 
been gold plated. 


Bidder Number: 


HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, ( 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: Radius indicates hair may have 


been punched. Gold plating (?) visible on 
obverse and reverse. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #89 


Lightly bearded man wearing derby 


(Submittor's “Phineas”) 
Undated “S” Mint (VF) 


Authentication Number: F-340 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: Totally carved except for beard 
which appears to have been knife-point 
punched. Coin has been “treated” lightly. 


Small ear and altered (straight) nose. 
Checkered coat, bow in hatband. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Average (high) 

Comments: Hair appears to be made with a 


“VY” eraver, and may originally have been 
“stubble.” 


Price Realized: 


LOT #90 


Bearded man with derby hat 
High grade 1913 T-1 “P” 
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Authentication Number: K-073 
First Authenticator: Gail Baker Kraljevich 
Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: Most of the design on this coin 
has been done with a hammer and chisel 
with very little fine finishing or “dressing” 
done. The beard, moustache and hair are all 
done with the same straight tool. The field 
has been roughly removed around and in 
back of the head and in the neck area. The 
hat has a simple rim. The profile is un- 
changed. Nice early coin. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Work appears done by a good 
artist, but not finished off by the smoothing 
of areas chiseled. Beard is also chiseled. Face 
is unaltered. Ear is not apparent. The coin is 
high grade and the carved piece seems to 
have seen no time in someone's pocket. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


AUCTION #9 


LOT #91 


Bearded man with derby hat 
VE grade 1913 T-1 “P” 


Authentication Number: K-076 
First Authenticator: Gail Baker Kraljevich 
Quality: Average (low) 


Comments: The beard and hair have been 
punched in a way that makes each hair 
stand up and out. The rest of the design has 
been scratched onto the coin. The profile is 
unchanged. Looks better than it sounds - but 
don’t put a glass to this one. Nice early coin 
with interesting features. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown, 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Light knife carving to create hat 
outline, ear, and collar lines; very weak 
effort. Beard has been punched, possibly 
with knife point creating stubble effect. 
Field has been smoothed neatly and 
effectively. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #92 


Bearded man with derby hat 
1913 T-1 “P” (G) 


Authentication Number: K-071 
First Authenticator: Gail Baker Kraljevich 
Quality: Average 


Comments: The beard moustache and hair 
have been punched with a small circular 
punch. The hat has been cut into the coin. 
Very simple collar. The profile has not been 
altered. An ear has been added. Nice golden 
toning. Attractive carving on the first of the 
Buffalo nickels, 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Average (high) 


Comments: If the evidence of original 
Indian's hair in the hat bowl area had been 
smoothed over, I would have graded it above 
average. Knife used to outline hat and collar 
(shoulder) line. Very fine punching with a 
circle punch used for hair and beard. Ear 
neatly carved. Natural toning. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #93 


Bearded Indian 
Low grade 1913 T-2 “P” 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: K-075 

First Authenticator: Gail Baker Kraljevich 
Quality: Crude 

Comments: The Indian has had zigzag lines 
drawn on the face and in the hair. No 


attempt has been made to alter the original 
head or profile of the Indian. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Crude 

Comments: Work was done with a zigzag 
engraving tool. No attempt to dress fields to 


erase features, hair braid, etc. Minimal effort 
to create, yielding minimal effect. 


Price Realized: 
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RIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


LOT #94 Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Frank Brazzell 
First Authenticator: Gail Baker Kraljevich Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Below Average Quality: Average (high) 
Comments: This is an excellent example of a | Comments: Field behind head and Indian's 
modern carving by deceased artist Frank hair where hat now is, ground down nicely. 
Brazzell. He mechanically removed the Power engraving tool used to create all 
design elements of the Indian and engraved hairlines and hat outline. Nicely done by 
the design into the coin with a rotary tool. this modern (deceased) artist. 


There is no carving or altering of the face of 
the Indian. The design is neatly done. 


Indian with hat 
Low grade 1937 Buffalo nickel 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
—— Se EES 


LOT #95 Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Unknown 
qe: First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average Quality: Below Average 
Comments: A good deal of “fresh metal” on Comments: A modern hobo nickel. Bill’s 
this coin indicates that it is a modern piece. comments describe it well. While the hair is 
Profile unaltered, hair gouged/scratched and _ slightly darkened, the ear is not dark, even 
darkened. Ear is one carved cut with some though it appears dark on the photograph. 


metal scooped out of center. Feathers 
removed, but remnants of ties on braid still 
visible. Field partially dressed. 


“Beardless, halless man 
1937-P 5¢ (E) 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
—————— 


LOT #96 Authentication Number: Probable Artist: John Dorusa 
sic First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average Quality: Average 
Comments: A classic work by John Dorusa, Comments: The vertical dash punches for 
now deceased. Almost entirely punched; hat the hair is a bit different from Dorusa’s usual 
with hatband and bow; profile unaltered, style. The marks at the front of the collar 
ear, hair, beard, etc., all done by the punch may be an attempt to portray a bow tie. 


method. “Jeweled Pin” on collar. Artist's 
initials (J.D.) on collar. Much of Indian’s 
hair still visible on hat crown. 


arded man wearing derby = 
1935-P 5¢ (VG) 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
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LOT #97 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1937-P 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (low) 


Comments: One of John Dorusa’s better 
works, with a good deal of carving. Nice ear, 
altered nose, “wavy” hair, beard, etc., 
simulating the style of “Bo,” straight line 
collars on shirt and coat. Much of the 
Indian's hair still visible on crown of hat. 
Most probably one of Dorusa’s later pieces 
prior to his death. “JHD” on collar. 


Bidder Number: ° 


AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: John Dorusa 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: A typical standard design hobo 
nickel by John Dorusa. More effort went 


into this piece than his usual quickly-made 
specimens. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #98 


Jewish Rabbi 
No date “P” Mint 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: As nice a representation of a 
Jewish Rabbi as you can find. Exquisitely 
carved hair, beard and ear. Yarmulke nicely 
detailed with no evidence of the original 
design anywhere on the coin. Field is very 
finely stippled. Nose ethnically altered. 
Signed by artist “Alfano 2000” on truncation 
of neck. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior (high) 

Comments: A superb cameo carving of a 
Rabbi, with a deeply recessed finely 


stippled field. Beautiful fine details in hair, 
ear, and yarmulke. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #99 


1927-P 5¢ (VG) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: F-641 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Possibly just a Jewish man 
instead of a Rabbi. Totally carved with the 
coin having been buffed afterward. Some 
circulation evident after being carved. Large 
ear, ethnically altered nose and brow. Field 
behind subject dressed. No collar. 


Probable Artist: Unknown 


Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: | believe this is a modern work 
probably made this year. I have seen several 
similar carved pieces on ebay auctions 
recently, all with boldly carved ears and 
profiles, all apparently made by the same 
person. The black dirt in the hair seems 
artificially applied, and the buffed polishing 
on the obverse appears fresh and not dulled 
on the high points (as would be if polished 
decades ago). 


Tie Breaker Opinion: Upon close examination, | feel that this is an originally carved work 


that was buffed much later. 


Third Authenticator: Donald Farnsworth | 


Bidder Number: 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Authentication Number: F-642 


LOT #100 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Average 


Comments: Carved (plain hat-no hatband or 
bow), simple collars. Heavy ear. Beard, hair, 
moustache and eyebrow all punched with 
arc punch, Nose ethnically altered. This is 
the typical subject for the hobo nickel artist. 
No evidence whatsoever of any of the 


Probable Artist: “Smoothie” 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: A typical hobo nickel by the 
artist nicknamed “Smoothie.” The head and 
feathers (except for the face) were smoothed 
over, then the hair was punched, and the 
hat-ear-collar carved in. Faint irregular 
reeding on edge. 


original Indian design. 
Bearded man wearing derby a 
No date 5¢ (VF) with 40° rotated rev. 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
—————— eee 


Authentication Number: F-643 


LOT #101 
gee First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: The work on this piece is quite 
similar to our old friend “Peanut Ear,” but 
these are enough differences so that this 
authenticator does not believe it is one done 
by him. Nicely carved hat and ear (low on 
head), nose slightly altered; fine ”point 
punching” done on the hair/beard, etc. 
Lower portion appears not of the quality of 
the rest of the coin and may be an unfin- 
ished piece. Nice. 


~~ Bearded man wearing derby 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (high) 

Comments: Nice hat with long thin brim, 
thin band, and smooth dome. Ear is nicely 


carved but somewhat awkward and tilted. 
Nicely punched hair. Top of nose is altered. 


1914-P 5¢ (EF) ’ 5 : 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
V——_—_——_————— eee. 
Authentication Number: F-644 Probable Artist: Unknown 


LOT #102 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: A very nice totally carved coin 
on a high grade host piece. Expertly done 
derby with attractively curved brim, very 
close to raised metal. Ear is small and low 
on the head. Hair, beard, moustache and 
eyebrow are very nicely done. Collar is done 
with straight cuts. Field attractively dressed 
all around with no Liberty. Very nice 
example! 


Bearded man wearing derby 
No date 5¢ (AU) 
Bidder Number: 
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Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (high) 


Comments: Very nice hat with thick brim 
that wraps around at ends; dome of hat is 
nicely textured. Nicely carved hair and 
eyebrow. Profile unaltered except for slight 
notch at top of nose. The ear is the weakest 
feature, being very small and indistinct. 
Simple collar. Nicely dressed field. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


{e) AUCTION #9 


Authentication Number: F-645 


LOT #103 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Upon close inspection, this 
carved piece appears somewhat crude, but 
overall it has nice eye appeal. It was 
probably knife carved (beard/hair punched 
with the knife point); large, well shaped ear, 
hat on back of head with curved brim. 
Accent lines in crown of hat. Profile 
unaltered. Some extraneous colored matter 
in recesses. Blue paint(?) on rev. 


“Bearded man wearing derby ‘ 
1925 P 5¢ (VF) 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: A boldly-carved hobo nickel, 
with finely-punched beard and moustache. 
Large hat, with long, curved brim. Nice bold 
ear. Collar a bit awkward. Nostril is enlarged 
from a punch. Neck poorly dressed. I do not 
believe this piece was knife-carved. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #104 Authentication Number: F-646 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: The two most noticeable 
features about this coin are the low, flat 
derby and the cross hatching design on the 
hair/beard/moustache. Subjects ear is small 
and simply done. Single small punch for the 
eve. Wing tip collar. Hat is plain with 80% of 
the hatband obscured by brim. Most of field 
dressed - “BERTY” remains. 


Bearded man wearing hat 
1915-P 5¢ (F) 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: A shrunken-head hobo nickel. 
The hat is small; brim is irregular at ends as 
if redone. Simple ear; punch on eye. Nose 
slightly altered. Attempted necktie(?) at 
front of collar. Hair probably punched with 
a lined or crosshatch surface punch. 
Reduction in head size generally results in 
an unusual or interesting appearing hobo 
nickel. 


Price Realized: 


Authentication Number: 


LOT #105 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This is a modern piece done by 
the late Frank Brazzell of Indiana. He has 
tried to replicate the hair style used by Bo 
and Bert (long, flowing lines) and the “ski 
nose” feature. Hat has a feather in it, field 
behind and over head has been dressed. Ear 
large and low. High collar. Early Brazzell as 
he signed (FB) his later ones. 


wearing 


Bearded mai 
1936 -P 5¢ (VG) 


Bidder Number: 


BO TALES 


Probable Artist: Frank Brazzell 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This is a typical Frank Brazzell 
hobo nickel, as described by Bill. 


Price Realized: 
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a] hiking hobo (rev. carving 


1923-X 5¢ 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Comment from artist: “Reverse 
carving of a long haired hiking hobo on a 
1923 5¢ with an inset genuine diamond into 
the end of his brindle stick. Signed “SA “00” 
to the right of his leg. It’s my favorite one to 
date.” Exquisite carving with an “etched” 
surface which is most attractive. Subject is 
smiling, probably because of the diamond in 
his brindle stick. Artist signed the piece 
“SA” only, without the “00”. 


Bidder Number: 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, I 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: The buffalo is altered into a 
hobo with a large head (with great profile 
and details), a large arm and hand, short 
legs, and large shoes, all excellently done. 
The hobo is admiring his diamond-tipped 
walking stick. “Five Cents” and “E Pluribus 
Unum” are removed. 


Price Realized: 


SS 


_LOT #107 


3 faces (bearded) on reverse 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Comment from artist: “Reverse 
carving featuring 3 caricature-like bearded 
faces. I removed the letters STATE from 
States and replaced them with HOBO. The 
end result is UNITED HOBOS OF AMERICA, 
Signed SA in script.” All 3 of these subjects 
are wearing hats and are all frontal views. 3 
of the 6 ears show. “SA’ hallmark is punched 
into the lower obverse, to the right of the 
date. 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: A very nice depiction of full-face 
views of the heads of 3 hoboes, carved where 
the buffalo was. “E Pluribus Unum” re- 
moved. Each head is bearded, wearing a hat, 
the left two heads are smiling. 


1937-D 5¢ ? : : 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
— eee 
Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 


LOT #108 


Ace of spades in hat 
1938-D 5¢ (AU) 
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Grinning, gold-toothed man with 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Comment from the artist: “Gold 
tooth hobo with gold ace of spades playing 
card in his hatband. This is pure 24k gold 
inlay, not plating or toning. His hatband has 
a tiny band of highly detailed scrollwork 
and his beard is finely cut with high detail. I 
elongated his nose to give him a bit more 
character. Carved on a crisp (AU) 1938-D 
nickel and signed “SA 00” at the base of the 
neck.” A very interesting and unusual piece. 


Bidder Number: 


Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Nice caricature of a gold-toothed 
card player. Great highly-altered profile, very 
nice hat, ear, and finely-carved hair. Nice 
scrollwork on shoulder. Signature is above 
shoulder, behind neck. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


bes 
e boy with buck teeth, 
wearing hat 
No date 5¢ (G) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Comments from artist: “Hobo elf 
with childlike facial features, pointed ears, 
running leaf head band, high collar with 
alternating stripes and fine raised bead trim. 
The fields are deeply removed and textured, 
and the date is replaced. with sculptured 
scrollwork. Signed “SA 2000” on the outside 
edge of the coin.” The subject’s mischievous 
grin makes you wonder just what he’s 
thinking! 


Bidder Number: 


AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: This is an excellent example of 
Sam’s elf design. A totally carved partial 


cameo, with all features superbly done and 
bold. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #110 


Old (loathless) man, beardless, 


wearing hat 
No date 5¢ (G) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Comment from artist: “Old man 
with raised feather and running leaf 
hatband. Facial lines around the eyes, neck 
and mouth give him an old look. Fields are 
deeply chiseled and textured. Signed “Alfano 
2000’ at base of neck.” An absolutely 
incredible carving that probably looks like 
someone each of us know...Uncle Ed? The 
old guy across the street? 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: A great totally carved near-full 
cameo of an old man, with feather in flat- 


topped hat, fine hair and short beard. Highly 
altered profile. Signed on truncation of bust. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #111 


Bearded man wearing domed hat 
1913-P (T-2) (VF) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: F-347 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Attractive rose toning; beard 
appears to have been at first gouged then 
scratched. Smooth metal at neck indicates 


some polishing. Rather simple lines for hat. 
Ear also deeply cut or gouged. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: The straight line hair on the 
face appears to be knife point. 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL 


Authentication Number: F-403 


LOT #112 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments: Carved (hat) and punched (hair, 
beard). Nose slightly altered. Field roughly 


dressed. Pretty basic work; no ear. Field 
dressed. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1915-D 5¢ (G) 


Bidder Number: 


O NICKEL SOCIETY, 


INC, 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Too many goof lines keep this 
artwork from the “average” grade. However, 


it is a nice coin for the assigned grade of 
below average - below average (high). 


Price Realized: 


Authentication Number: F-421 


LOT #113 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments: Appears to be totally knife cut. 
Beard (no moustache) made by long 


scratches. Portions of Indian design still 


rather hasty job. Eye and nose slightly 
modified. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-2) (AU) . 
Bidder Number: 


visible in hat and below ear. Appears to be a 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: In my opinion, a quick totally 
knife-carved carving. Profile was altered. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #114 Authentication Number: F-512 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Beardless, long haired man. 
Totally carved, with hat rather crudely done 
(double line for brim and small jabs in hat 
to cover up Indian’s hair design). High 
collar. Entire obverse has been highly 
polished. Profile unaltered. Field behind 
figure dressed (and polished). 


ee Sin H oS 
Clean-shaven man wearing hat 
1936-P 5¢ (VG) 
Bidder Number: 
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Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: David T. Wilson 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Neck and behind head look as 
though polished with a rubber grinding 
wheel on a drill. Patina looks very recent. No 
attempt made to smooth out top of hat 
making it look like a man wearing a hollow 
frisbee on his head. Black residue fills the 
cut marks and depressions. (Made to look 
old, but I feel it’s not.) 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


(3) (ON #9 


LOT #115 


1915-P 5¢ (EF) 


Authentication Number: F-569 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Somewhat crudely done with a 
lot of punching, some of which is quite 
heavy. Appears to be unfurnished or done 
by someone just learning to make these. The 
nose is outlined by single punches from 
what appears to be a small screwdriver. Very 
small ear. Very scraggly hair and beard. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Fields are partially dressed. Hair 
and beard are punched. Hat and collar are 
carved. Lots of mistakes, but the work is 


reasonably attractive for this grade (below 
average). 


Price Realized: 


LOT #116 


Bearded man wearing derby _ 
1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (VF) 


Authentication Number: F-571 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 


Quality: Below Average (low) 


Comments: This coin has been punched and 


carved, rather crudely done. Simple ear, 
slash for eyebrow, single punched for eye. 


Poor job in removing Indian’s braid, hair and 


feathers. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: Not much work was done on 
this coin. The Indian's hair is still very 
visible. Beard was punched, hat and collar 
were carved. Profile of the top and back of 
the Indian’s head was neatly altered. Small 
eal. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #117 


Bearded, bal ‘headed man 
1913-P (T-1) 5¢ (VE/EF) 


Authentication Number: F-626 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: This coin was totally carved, 
either by a beginner or the result of a 
“hurry-up” job. The unusual feature is that 
the subject is hatless (and bald) a significant 
departure from the typical hatted man. The 
neck and field are (roughly) dressed, the 
nose slightly altered, and the beard/hair 
created by small, carved strokes. Average 
ear and no collar. 


Bidder Number: 


BO TALES 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments: This hobo nickel, while of 
below average workmanship has a pleasing 
overall effect when viewed at arm’s length. 


The profile is unaltered except for a notch at 
the top of the nose. 


Price Realized: 


4 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Bearded man wearing derby 
1913-P (T-2) 5¢ (F) 


Authentication Number: F-633 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average (high) 


Comments: A rather simply carved and 
punched piece, with 90% of the work done 
with the punch method, much of which 
probably with a small screwdriver tip. 
Unaltered profile, bow on hatband; beard 
probably done with a nail point. Green 
verdigris noticeable around profile. Vestiges 
of Indian design still visible in some areas. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments: Punched hair; rest carved. 
Narrow hat brim; bow on hat band. Tall ear. 


Simple collar. Braid still visible on neck. 
Field behind head is roughly dressed. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #119 


Bearded man wearing derby 
No date 5¢ (F+) 


Authentication Number: F-637 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Below Average (high) 

Comments; Somewhat scratchy work, with 
field almost completely dressed. Hatband 


roughly carved as is the collar. Beard done 
probably by knife point jabs, as is hair. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Smallish hat with very thin brim 
(just along scratch) and an irregular band 
with vertical stripes. Ear is fair; collar crude. 


Vertical gashes from the hair. Many knife-like 
fine scratches in the field. 


Price Realized: 


Indian Chief 
1936-P 5¢ (VG) 
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Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Average 

Comments: This is a modern work, done 
with a mechanical (electric) tool. Unaltered 
profile; tribal headdress with ornate 


“hangers” behind jaw. Possibly one done by 
John Drousa or Frank Brazzell. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: The carving is recent as evident 
by the shiny sharp edges of the carving. 
Grooves are deep and show evidence of 
having been done with an electrical drill. 


Quality of the art work is average and no 
mistakes were observed. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


N.S. AUCTION #9 


LOT #121 


Clean-shaven man wearing a billed cap. 
Curly hair. 
1936-P 5¢ (G) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: Entire work (except for minor 
alteration on nose) appears to have been 
done using a mechanical or electric device. 
“Stutter marks” throughout the coin 
confirms this method. Probably a Brazzell 
rather than a Dorusa. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: John Dorusa or Frank Brazzell 
Second Authenticator: Donald E. Farnsworth 
Quality: Average 

Comments: Totally done with an electric 


drill except for the hair, which was 
punched. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #122 


Moustached Indian wearing derby 
1937-P 5¢ (VG) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: This is a relatively modern 
work, with the hair, moustache, hat and 
feather done with a power tool. Indian 
pigtail done with similar power tool 
(different point) or punched. Profile unal- 
tered; hat dark with single line brim, no 
hatband. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average 

Comments: Indian’s feathers and braid are 
outlined and detailed. Small simple hat 
added, along with a drooping moustache. 


Made using a vibrator tool and heavy 
punches. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #123 


‘Bearded man wearing derby 
1916-P 5¢ (VF) 


BO TALES 


Authentication Number: F-648 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Below Average 


Comments: This totally carved piece 
appears to be a “rush” job, with a very basic 
hat, very minor altered nose, small ear 
(partially hidden under hat brim). Beard/ 
hair created with a multi-tipped graver. 
Simple collar with remnants of Indian braid 
ties still visible. Field behind and over 
subject has been dressed and coin has seen 
some circulation since being carved. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average (low) 

Comments: The head is greatly reduced in 
size and topped with a small simple derby. 
Sparsely carved hair on back of head, and 


cheek. Tiny ear, simple collar, and minor 
alterations to nose, nostril, and eye. 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


LOT #124 Authentication Number: F-649 Probable Artist: Unknown 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average Quality: Average 
Comments: Very heavy carved lines, Comments: A boldly carved piece with nice 
especially on the hair, beard and moustache contrast. The hat has a simple straight brim 
and checked coat (no collar). Simple hat and band. All the hair is formed with 
with hatband; hair poking out under straight carved lines. Unusual high collarless 
forward hat brim. Profile is unaltered. coat with checkered pattern. Short cigarette 
Subject is smoking a “fag” (cigarette), Field in mouth. LIBERTY erased. No ear. 
dressed and LIBERTY partially removed, 


probably with a chisel or graver. 


ig 
smoking a “fag” 
No date 5¢ (EF) 


Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
Authentication Number: Probable Artist: Unknown 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average Quality: Below Average (low) 
Comments: This coin was made entirely Comments: A modern piece made using a 
with a mechanical (electric) tool, with many _ fine vibrator tool to outline and fill in the 
“stutter steps” and raw metal visible. The hat, hair, and shoulder pattern with finely 
Profile is unaltered and the full hair/beard engraved lines. The hair was darkened 
and moustache has been darkened to (probably with a marker pen) and expanded 
simulate a heavy growth. Part of Indian’s to cover the back of the head and neck, along 
feather visible at rear hat brim. with the beard and moustache. 
8 ie 
Heavy bearded man wearing hat 
1936-P 5¢ (F) : - ; 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
LOT # Authentication Number: F-650 Probable Artist: Unknown, 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Below Average Quality: Below Average 
Comments: At first glance this coin, Comments: A punched piece, using dash- 
because it has been totally punched, like punches, with the field above the flat 
appears to be a modern piece. However, hat and behind the head dressed. Profile 
upon closer examination, this authenticator unaltered, except for punch over mouth. 
feels it is an original piece, made primarily Simple hat with segmented band. Simple 
with what appears to be a small screwdriver _ outline ear. Simple collar with attempted 
tip (punched). The hair/beard was scratch bow tie(?) at front. 
out and the ear was made by 3-4 punches to 
look like a “C”. 


Bearded ane wearing hat 
1913-P (T-2] 5¢ (VG) 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 


: ( BO TALES 


Authentication Number: 

First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Average 

Comments: A typical work by the late Frank 
Brazzell of Indiana. Plain derby with a “Y” 


type bow on it. Unaltered profile, winged 
collar. This coin is totally carved. Remnants 


(e} AUCTION #9 


Probable Artist: Frank Brazzell 


Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 


Quality: Average 


Comments: Totally carved with large hat 


(with combined brim-band) oval ear, coarse 


parallel hair lines, high collar. Field behind 
head and the collar are nicely dressed. 


of Indian’s hair on hat. Profile unaltered except for enhanced 
mouth. 
Bearded man wearii g de 
1935-P 5¢ (G) 
Bidder Number: Price Realized: 
ee 


LOT #128 Authentication Number: F-012 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This is the typical subject of 
most Hobo 5¢ carvers, a man with a domed 
hat (bowler), a beard/moustache, and very 
often, an “ethnic” nose. This is an original 
carved piece on a high grade (EF) coin dated 
1927. 


Bearded man with scraggly beard and 
domed hat (ethnic nose) 


1927-P Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 


Price Realized: 


i eee 


LOT #129 Authentication Number: F-073 


First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: A nicely carved (mostly) and 
finely punched (beard) piece. The top of the 
hat and the area under the punching on the 
beard are textured and the hat band (with 
carved bow) has very fine vertical lines. 
Very small ear and smooth neck area. 


Bearded man with a derby with a bow 
on the band. On a 1913-P (T-2) EF/AU 
coin. Reverse has large “X” across bison 


Bidder Number: 


BO TALES 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Del Romines 
Quality: Above Average 

Comments: A nicely carved/punched 
example where at least two gravers and two 
punches were used. The large “X” on the 


Teverse was probably made with a medium 
tipped chisel or graver. 


Price Realized: 
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ORIGIN@L HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, 1 


LOT #130 


en 
man wearing derby 
1917-P 5¢ (VF) 


eardet 


Authentication Number: F-587 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Above Average 


Comments: Although this coin is quite dark, 
the workmanship (carved) is well done. The 
eye, nose and mouth have been altered and 
the coin has seen moderate circulation after 
having been carved. The collar is plain and 
the ear well back on the head. Indian braid 
ties still visible below the collar. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 

Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Above Average (low) 

Comments: This hobo nickel was once 
probably buried in the ground, resulting in 
the dark red corrosion (now worn off on the 


high points). The hat-eye-ear-nose and collar 
are carved; the hair is punched. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #131 


Long | ith head band 
No Date mintmarked 5¢ 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Average 


Comments: I believe this is a modern piece 
that has had black added to the recessed 
areas to give the appearance of an old piece. 
The “fresh” shiny metal behind the head is 
what makes me feel this is a modern piece. 
Moustache similar to that worn by Kaiser 
Wilhelm. Profile unaltered. Mostly punched 
and scratched. Head band seems incongru- 
ous to rest of design. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Average 


Comments: This modern work has a 
distinctive style similar to many modern 
pieces. The area behind the head was 
probably dressed with a power tool. The 
head band, collar, and ear are formed by 
punches. The hair and moustache are mostly 
formed by engraved scratches. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #132 


petite: 


Ronald Reagan 
1964-D 50¢ (AU) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: An incredible carving by a very 
talented artist of Ronald Reagan on a 90% 
silver 1964-D 50c. The only feature from the 
original JFK coin still remaining is the ear- 
everything else, including the wrinkles, hair 
strands, jowls, etc. has been expertly carved 
in detail. Date, Liberty and field around the 
past president is still intact. A great 
companion piece to the other three in this 
sale. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown (Wish we knew!) 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: Another in the series of presi- 
dents expertly carved on 1964 half dollars by 
an unknown artist. Superbly dressed field. 
This depiction of Reagan is more realistically 


portrayed than the others, which are 
caricatures. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


0.H.N.S. AUCTION 


1964-P 50¢ (AU) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticaior: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Another very detailed caricature 
of former president George Bush, with a 
Pinnochio-like nose and the words: “READ 
MY NOSE” carved in under the chin. By the 
same artist who did the Nixon, Agnew, 
Reagan piece, all superbly carved. Com- 
bined with the other 3, these would make a 
great exhibit! This piece has seen a bit of 
wear since being carved. Where's Bill 
Clinton? 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Unknown (who are you?) 
Second Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: A great caricature of ex- 
president Bush, with superbly dressed field. 
Question remains-who made these great 


pieces, and did the artist carve more than 
one specimen of each president? 


Price Realized: 


LOT #134 


: _ 4 
~ Wright's Liberty Head 
Buffalo nickel (XF) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Artist's description: ‘A classic 
Liberty Head designed by Joseph Wright for 
a pattern quarter of 1792, one of my all time 
favorile coin designs. I often carve nickels as 
a preliminary sketch for a coin. I plan on 
reproducing or making.” This beautifully 
carved Liberty head cameo has a concave 
field. Signed below buffalo “171, RL, ‘00”. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Ron Landis 

Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Superior 

Comments: A lovely carving by noted 
engraver Ron Landis of the Gallery Mint 
Museum in Eureka Springs, AR. The subject 


also has a resemblance to the Greek Goddess 
Athena to this authenticator. 


Price Realized: 


I 


LOT #135 


Martian 
1935-P Buffalo nickel (XF) 


BOTALES 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: This unusual subject is a 
beautifully carved bust of a Martian. Note 
the smooth odd-shaped head, the large 
pointed ear, the two antennae, and the 
altered smiling face. The field is very nicely 
dressed. The coin is signed below the 
buffalo “176, RL, 00’. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Ron Landis 

Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Superior 

Comments: This is undoubtedly, “my 
favorite martian” - complete with Spock’s 
pointed ears and 2 large antennae protrud- 
ing from the creatures’ head. Bald, and with 


an impish grin that makes you wonder what 
he’s up to!? 


Price Realized: 
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LOT #136 


Ronald Reagan 
Buffalo nickel (XF) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: Artist’s description “Like 
carving #171, this coin is a sketch fora 
pattern of a circulating coin which Sen. Phil 
Gramm is pushing for.” This beautifully 
carved piece doesn’t quite resemble Reagan, 
which the artist realized, and he “carved 
another nickel, #180, that portrays the great 
communicator a little more true to life.” “In 
God We Trust” and “2000” engraved in field. 
Signed “178, RL, 00” under buffalo. 


Bidder Number: 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


Probable Artist: Ron Landis 

Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Superior 

Comments: An incredible likeness of Ronald 
Reagan, the second such lot of this subject in 
the auction. Field is completely dressed 


except for LIBERTY. Hair and facial features 
seem to jump off the coin at the viewer. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #137 


1913 Type I Buffalo nickel (XF) 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: A very nice cameo carving with 
a beautifully dressed concave field. This 
“grizzled old cowboy” as the artist refers to 
him actually resembles Ronald Reagan more 
than his carving #178. This piece is signed 
“182, RL, 00” below the buffalo. Nice large 
cowboy hat, nice ear, profile and face totally 
altered. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Ron Landis 

Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 

Quality: Superior 

Comments: Interestingly as the artist states, 


this looks much like an older, joweled 
Ronald Reagan. Field completely dressed. 


Price Realized: 


LOT #138 


Indian Head 
2000-D Jefferson nickel (AU) 
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Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P. Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: At first glance this appears to be 
just an enhanced re-engraved buffalo nickel 
obverse. But the big surprise is seeing 
Monticello on the reverse and realizing that 
the obverse is an altered Jefferson nickel! As 
Jefferson faces left, the transformation is 
amazing. Signed “184, RL, 00” above the 
building. Artist says “this is the second 
nickel I've carved of this type.” 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Ron Landis 

Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: Thomas Jefferson has had his 
head spun around 180° on this piece, an 


amazing example of the artist’s creativity and 
expertise. 


Price Realized: 


BO TALES 


__LOT #139" 


Casey Jones/steam locomotive 
1913 Type I Buffalo nickel (XF) 


0.f.N.S. AUCTION 


Authentication Number: 
First Authenticator: Stephen P Alpert 
Quality: Superior 


Comments: WOW! Probably the ultimate 
modern hobo nickel. Two of today’s best 
engravers worked on this two-sided master- 
piece. Sam Alfano carved the spectacular 
3/4 view of Casey Jones (with raised RR cup 
brim), and Ron Landis carved the great 
locomotive reverse, with smoke, tiny 
engineer in train, etc. Signed “SA” below 
date, and “185 (on engine), RL, 00 (lower 
left)’. Great fine details everywhere. 


Bidder Number: 


Probable Artist: Sam Alfano/Ron Landis 
Second Authenticator: Bill Fivaz 
Quality: Superior 

Comments: I agree 100% with Stephen's 


comments - a “showcase piece” that 
exemplifies what we all so dearly love! 


Price Realized: 


w 


Bo Tales Publishing Schedule 


The schedule is dependent on the timely submittal of articles AND 
the demands of my family and job. We will attempt to stay close to 
the publishing schedule below: 

issue Publish 

Date 

March 2001 
June 2001 
September 2001 
December 2001 


Deadline for 
Ganelarueles 
February 5, 2001 
May 5, 2001 
August 5, 2001 
November 5, 2001 


Bo Tales Vol. 10, No. 1 
Bo Tales Vol. 10, No. 2 
Bo Tales Vol. 10, No. 3 
Bo Tales Vol. 10, No. 4 


Please submit your articles as soon as you can to: 


Roman Luzecky 
5 Melody Lane 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002-1526 


IO TALES 


Back Issues/Auction 
Catalogues Available for Sale 


The following back issues of BO TALES and Auction catalogues 
with prices realized are also available to members (number in 
parenthesis is the # of copies available). BO TALES issues are 
$3.50 ea. and Auction Catalogues are $4.00 ea, 


Auction Catalogs Bo-Tales 
Jan. 95 (19) 
Jan. 96 (30) 
Aug. 96 (20) 
Jan. 97 (30) 
Jan. 98 (150) 
Jan. 00 (40) 


Fall 93(3) 
Apr. 94 (3) 
Feb. 95 (2) 
July 95 (19} 
Dec. 95 (24) 
Apr. 96 (11) 


Dec. 96 (11) 
Apr. 97 (24) 
Aug. 97 (24) 
Dec. 97 (15) 
May 98 (15) 
7-8-9/99 (5) 


ORDERS SHOULD BE SENT TO; 
Fred Benson 
9862 Hawthorn Glen 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138. 
Please make checks payable to OHNS! 
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THE ORIGINAL 
AOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


PO. BOX 54583 ¢ CINCINNATI, OH 45254-0583 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


C Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 
Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 
5 years @ $40 3 years @ $25 1 year @10 
Life @ $250 (J Youth under 19 @ $5 Associate @ $5 (no mailings) 
I am also enclosing a donation of __ : “for the OHNS Scholarship program. : 
Name: Moniker (Nickname): 
Address: 
Phone: 


I agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 


Signature of Candidate Sponsor's Name 


OHNS Advertisement Policy and Rates 


. Prices quoted are for camera ready display copy. 


. Graphic layout and design @ $25 per hour is available. 

. Pictures or graphics are encouraged. 

. Payment in full must be submitted with ads. Make checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society. 
. All ads must be related to Hobo Nickels or associated materials or subject matter. 

. Dealers must adhere to our Code of Ethics. 


oop won be 


Numismatic flyers can be inserted and mailed with Bo Tales for as little as $150. 


Annual -4 Publications Single Issue - Bo Tales 
$100.00 
$250.00 


$150.00 $75.00 
$100.00 $50.00 


Single - Auction Catalogue 
$125.00 


Full Page w/Cover 
Half Page Ad 
Quarter Page Ad 


Inside Cover 


$100.00 
$75.00 
$175.00 
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THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


PO. BOX 54583 * CINCINNATI, OH 45254-0583 


HOBO NICKEL AUTHENTICATION SUBMISSION FORM 


Submissions will be reviewed by at least two authenticators who will give independent opinions on the originality, 
iype, method(s), artist, condition and quality of the carving. Each coin will be photographed and described. Carvings 
considered to be original (not modern) will be registered and numbered. Please submit one form with each coin to one 
of the following authenticators: 


Bill Fivaz Steve Alpert — 
PO. Box 888660 PO. Box 66331 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Los Angeles, CA 90066 
Owner’s Name: OHNS Membership # 


Address 


Owner’s value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): $ 


Members: $15.00 per coin* or ten or more coins - $12.50 per coin* | Non-Members: $25.00 per coin* 
“Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. If vou desire additional insurance, indicate the amount and include 
the additional cost. 


Tunderstand that the opinions rendered are strictly that, opinions, and are not a guarantee that the item is genuine. It 
is however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, but others may reach different conclu- 
sions. 


O11 authorize OHNS to use a photograph of this coin. I authorize OHNS to use my name (not address). 


Signature of Submitter Date 


Please make all checks payable to: 
Original Hobo Nickel Society 


“ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY; INC. 


OHNS OFFICERS and BOARD 
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Treasurer ........... 
Board Members .... 


James Taylor 
Gail Baker 


Fred Benson 

Don Farnsworth 

Bill Fivaz 

Chuck Irwin 

Roman Luzecky (Editor) 
Bill Fivaz 
Steve Alpert 


Authenticators... 


Don Farnsworth 


Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 54583 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-0583 


PRICES REALIZED, OHNS AUCTION #9 
FUN CONVENTION, Jan. 6, 2001 


MB = sold to a mail bid 


Lot # Hammer Price I mer Price 
1 $ 250 
2 300 

330 

125 

375 ME 

300 104 

225 105 

250 106 

350 ) 650 
20 59. 111 20) 
65 € 2 120 MB 
140 110 68 see 6 20 

7 f 60. 

60 M 20: 

170 72 15 MB 70 

25 N 

100 

60 

40 M 

25) 

160 

70 

375 

110 MB 

110 MB 

MB 

35 

100 

20 

170 

60 


ry 


N 
recy r 
RR 


S} 


Ny 
oO ois 


NNoeeeee 


BR 


ay 
N 


ODNRPOOOAND a 


INN 
co NT 
2 


63 
Sp pS 


MB 
70 


icy 
rs 


No 


ao oi ¢ 


co 
ay 


2) lon) 
> Ol HS 


MB 


